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Dear Harold, 

Thanks for the stuff you have sent in the past few days* I just wrote Dick and since I stupidly 
forgot to make a carbon, I asked him to loan the letter to you when he is finished with it in 
case you have comments. In your letter of 7/30 you mention (letter to Dick) Frazier T s testimony. 
I would greatly appreciate loan of any NO transcript you have so that I can copy it and return it 
immddiately. Hew did Nichol T s |et the testimony? 

The letter from Penn was incredible. Your letters to him have been beasonaMe and also tactfully 
worded. But what enrages me about this is that in the end result he is denying you money right- 
fully owed you.- Perhaps he feels that debts to CIA personel need not be paid. 

I have exchanged several letters with Mondale and he has been prompt, cordial, and presented the 
impression of being sincere. He is, however, quite busy and a very active congressman. I just 
got the standard Justice Dept, reply, forwarded with a letter from him, expressing his regrets 
that he does not have the time to devote to this which would be required. I still intend to 
press him to see the slides sometime, and the Z film. I had decided on my own to break off any 
f ;urther discussion of Dave with Paul, but his next to last letter, to which mine was a reply, 
really demanded such a reply as far as I am concerned. Paul is apparently quite ignorant of 
exactly what Dave is, and no matter what his attitude is now, he has in front of him something 
pretty close to raw evidence. I sent copies of that letter to George Rennar and Dick Bernabei 
just to make a record of all that Dave was up to. Dave r s behavior and words speak so eloquently 
for themselves that I could do a paper on it and build a very strong case for what he is up to 
and what his purpose was in luring me into that argument. The real irony of the situation is 
that Dave ^ so badly overestimated his own intelligence and logic and got so carried away with what 
he was doing that he set himself up to get shot dewn. 

I imagine that my opinion of the bad brother is the same as yours. I don't trust him, and also 
have little confidence because of his very biased political views and limited intelligence. This 
can lead to an attempt to find a commie rather than finding who did it. One suggestion in terns 
of dealing with the brother and the lawyer might be to offer to help try to get info on anyone 
in whom they are interested. Indicate that you have files on people in whom Wiey might be inter- 
ested, and that you have contacts who could find fthings out. An offer of investigative help 
should not be turned down if they are sincere. 

On Mary and Boxley: From Fred's letter of July 24 — "I asked Mark for her opinion of Boxley and 

she said she knew him very well. Mary said: 

You mentioned Bill Boxley in a recent letter. I met Bill in 1967 right after he went 
to work for Jim in April. With my old suspicious mind, the first thing I did was check 
his license number and found out it belonged to a William Clarence Wood of Austin. We 
have since met his wife and youngest son (the only one by this wife, Joan) and we love 

them all. But 1 have never been too certain that Bill was ever with the CIA. Bill 

is an alcoholic (supposedly reformed) and I think that he has just covered several years 
spent in jails or institutions by saying that he was in the CIA. Since it is impossible 
to really check on one's CIA activities and Bill is a smart man who reads a lot and he 
remembers what he reads, I think he just "thought up" this story to impress Garrison. 

At the time I first met Bill, I had just read Andrew Tully's book on the CIA and so many 
of the things Bill was "explaining" to me about the CIA, I had just read in Tully f s book. 
I've told Bill I don't believe him. Don't get me wrong... this doesn't mean I don't just 
love Bi-1 and Joan." 

Fred does go on to say that Mary feels that Turner is bad news and has done much damage . Un- 
fortunately, Jaffe is also dearly loved by Mary, and the same ma;y be true of TcmBeMiell but 


I T m not sure. Needless to say, I will have to be careful with regard to Boxley and Jaffe. 

Jaffe, by the way, just came up with a theory (for Fred) which has to do with how Boxley 
might have been the victim of a plot by the staff to get rid of him because he had much 
influence with Jim and staff salaries were cut back to make rocm for outsiders. 

smmmn 

On Garrison things are not so easy. He has a gre&t fear of the mail and will not send anything 
he considers ^ important . That news clipping was a small shock, and I now understand what you 
meaa about his pranise . On the files Bud supposedly has only about 1/3 , and it may not be the 
most important 1/3 from my experiences with his judgment. On Crafard, for instance, Garrison 
has seme info, but Bud has absolutely nothing (he just wrote me) . Realizing that there is much 
flak in their files , there may also be stuff of interest , and it woudd seem a shame to have it 
go down the drain. The major problem is that Jim fears the mail. The points you raise, however, 
do make. me vascillate about going to N.O. The major reason I wouefld like to go is the need for 
a vacation, its proximity to Dallas, and the desire to do something useful^ while relaxing. The 
best place to go# fran Dallas naturally seemed to be N.O., and then the. letter frem Jim came 
at the ^ same time as the one from Schmidt and the idea arose. There is. no investigating I have 
to do in N.O. personally, although it would be interesting to meet Andrews from the point of 
view of personal interest since getting any info which you don’t have out of him would be impos- 
sible. The best way to talk me out of it would be to suggest something I could do fran Dallas 
which would be of use and take me somewhere besides Dallas which I am sure I will tire of quickly 
While investigating and interviewing are enjoyable to toe on their own because. I like to meet 
people, I really need some sightseeing also. 

I am going to write Fred about the Kolby thing, and also about the stuff Lillian was going to 
send. Relations with him are improving a gre&t deal and I can ask about hhe RFK stuff without 
causing any trouble. 

Olson wrote me and I think that he is contemplating going to Dallas himself. This may be his 
last chance also, and he seems as anxious to see it as I am. If so he will probably go by way 
of Kansas City to try to get Betzner 3. I told him that if he does, he should let me contact 
Mary and Nichols to see if they could extend hospitality. 

The stuff on 133A and B is just a big mixup. ’ Fred, after having been shot down in his arguments, 
needed time to reverse his stand again to one which does not have you as a villian, and so began 
incredible nitpicking, like saying that you couldn’t have had a color overlay of 13 3 A and B — 
which I told him yWou had showed me. Fred doesn’t deny that you gave him the 13 3 A and B photts, 
but diminishes the ifldeas and help you gave him. In all faamess, however, let me point out that 
much of. that may have cone fran Lifton. Dave has a way of turning people against each other whic 
is amazing. .He will cone into a situation, see something which may involve a disagreement or in 
which Itiere is sane discrepancy, then then suddenly shout "liar" or "thief,” when even if his 
analysis is correct, such a term would be a gross overstatement. One thing which fascinates me 
is your mention of Lif ton’s attempt te shott you dewn about the film spped in which he used the 
wrong camera. That would be a great thing for me to have a record of, but don’t waste time on 
it. 

As things go now, Lifton is silent, Fred and Mar^ynn are quite warm again, and there is. no men- 
tion of past disputes . Fred has acknowledged seme realization of his jupping at conclusions , 
careless judgment, etc. but does not have enough insight into how poor his logic can be, even 
without Lif ton’s coaxing. His relationship with Dave has cooled at least a little. George 
Rennar and Dick have sort of sat on the sidelines, appalled by Lifton and shocked at his charges, 
and generally agreeing 100% insofar as they voice opinions with our side. Right now all of them 
will be more careful, particularly Dave (since it is really he, rather than Fred, who was the 
protagonist), about saying things to me, since it must be obvious to them that ^our knowledge 
of info leaks, etc., came from info from me. In addition, the fully present scope of Dave’s 
campaign comes entirely frcm me. So whatever I learn may only be an approximation of the real 
situation. What amazes me is that Daee could have been so careless, particularly in statements 
made to me about people in your confidence on the West Coast. 

I don’t have Shirley Orr’s memo and would very much like to see it. As you know, I too 
share a bit. of wonderment about the possibility of a second LHO in the §o*ziet Union. It is 
hard to believe that a man could change in appearance that much, and in addition, that the 
Texas AG file of HO photos of LHO just happens still to be missing. I check that evertime I 
go to the archives . Right new I am mostly confused and have no clear theories . I can do a 
memo on the scars after prelims with the aid 0f the suicide literature. 

The Powell photo went through military channels because he was military intelligence. .1 be- 
came intersted in him for that reason before I even learned of the photo. One of the important 


things about such a photo is that it would provide an alibi# for Powell if anyone ever questioned 
whether he was inside or outside the TSBD at the time of the shots. Naturally, I would also be 
interested in the photo. Jim Murray, that now dead ex-Army intelligence man, resonated to 
Powell 1 s name and premised help on him the week before he was shot to death. Powell was interrog 
ated on Dec. 1 after having be caught inside the TSBD when the doors were sealed according to the 
SS report on it. I have even A wondered about the possibility that Powell was some sort of offici. 
observer. 

Your help with Oser, etc., undoubtedly did all you say. I saw much of what you did for them, 
and was there when the request came last Christmas for a witness list and even helped you make 
some decisions on that score. This is one of those things for which you will never get credit 
unless someone like myself writes a book on it, but which is of incalculable importance to the 
case and the public record. It is unfortunate that the most important work in this case often 
gets lost in the shuffle. In this case just just have to learn to work without reqard many times 
and in your case, work in spite of bad treatment in N.O. One wonders what we could have accompS- 
lished were it not for personal problems and intolerance in these 5 1/2 years. Just looking 
back on my cwn interest and work, dating frem 1964, I am amazed by how little I accanplished in 
terms of more than just understanding the WR and volumes until I came in touch with you and even 
Vince and found others to talk with on the subject. We have enough investigators to have checked 
much of the case out and to have followed up many leads and applied much more pressure, but the 
disagreements and ingroup fighting and lack of cooperation and status seeking has been incredibly 
costly — probably more so, in fact, than all of the attempts of the other side to shut us up. 
Enclosed are same items which may be of iitatierest . 


PS: On Powell, as I remmmber it, I have an SS report, ana two tbi interviews, and no more. I will 
chekk. 



